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Summary: After more than ten years of heated debate a European 

directive was finally adopted in March 2011 that established a legal 

framework for cross-border health care within the European Union. 

In addition to setting out rules for providing and reimbursing cross-

border health care, the Directive also aims to promote cooperation 

between Member States, including through the development of 

European reference networks. With less than one year until the entry 

into force of the Directive in October 2013, the European Commission 

is preparing criteria and conditions for such reference networks. 
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An old idea, a broad concept
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European reference networks under 
the Directive
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Building on national practices
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Figure 1: Dimensions to define reference centres and networks

Source: Palm W, Glinos I A, Rechel B, Garel P, Busse R, Figueras J (Eds.) Building European Reference Networks. Exploring 

concepts and national practices in the EU. Observatory Studies Series 28; (forthcoming 2013).
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